
 

 

Sample Photo Walk Themes 
 
Up Close 
This theme encourages you to get close and personal with your subject. 
Choose an object that you see or interact with every day. 
Focus on a small part of it, get as close as your camera will allow you to focus and shoot away. 
Try to capture different angles and unusual lighting to add to the mystery of this tiny world. 
 
Motion 
The goal of this exercise is to understand how shutter speeds can be used to convey motion. 
Choose a subject or series of subjects that will allow you to convey motion in your images. 
It can be slow motions like that of a turtle or fast motion like a speeding train. 
Blur it, stop it, or simply suggest that there is motion in the photograph. 
Challenge yourself to capture the same motion in different ways. 
 
Shadows 
Shadows are every where and they are vital to photography because this is the art of capturing light. With  
light comes shadows and when you begin to look at shadows as a photographer, your world will open up. 
Look around for shadows and capture them with your camera. 
Show the shadow as the total focus of the image. Or perhaps the shadow is incidental to the subject. 
Shadows create depth. Take time to explore the "dark side" of the light. 
 
Water 
Water is everywhere in the Okanagan. There are reflections and movements to work with and in this  
exercise, you will take a deeper look at water. 
Pay attention to reflections and use them to your advantage in the photographs. Use this opportunity to  
get familiar with a polarizing filter so you can accentuate or eliminate reflections. 
Play with the motion of a stream or the crashing waves. Stop the flow of water or allow it to blur and  
create a sense of movement. 
Make water the subject and not an accent to the image. 

 
Leading Lines 
A true classic theme in photography. Learn how to direct the viewer to your subject using lines. 
Choose a subject then look for lines in the scene that you can use to 'lead' the viewer to the subject.  
Lines can be man-made or natural. The yellow line down the middle of the road or a tree branch. 
 
Perspective 
The perspective theme challenges you to view the world from an entirely new perspective, which in turn gives the 
viewer a new look at the ordinary. 
Take your photographs from very high or very low angles. Get on your belly or stand on a chair, whatever you have 
to do to get the 'right' angle on your subject. 
Many of the images that have the WOW factor are photographed from extreme angles. People enjoy these photos 
because they've never seen an object from that viewpoint, it is new and unique. 
 
Texture 
Find a few objects that have very detailed textures like trees or rocks. 
Photograph them as close as your lens will allow. 
Use different angles and capture the same texture as the light changes. 


